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STUDENT PROFILE AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Javier G. is a 16 year old Hispanic male who has been diagnosed with Mood Disorder NOS and Oppositional Defiant Disorder. He has a history of violent physical aggression and self-injurious behavior. He has been in residential treatment facilities for the past three years following convictions for assault with a deadly weapon and intent to deliver a controlled substance.

In January 2011, Javier was tested by a psychologist using the Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement, Second Edition (KTEA-II). The results were as follows: Standard score in reading was 117 (above average range) at a 12.8 grade equivalency (87th percentile). Standard score in math was 91 (below average range) at a 7.4 grade equivalency (27th percentile).
In that same month, Javier joined my class and was selected for this project. Although his verbal ability, as well as fluency and comprehension, seemed to match the KTEA-II results, his written language ability seemed to lag behind. During an interview, Javier was asked what aspects of language arts and math were his weakest. He said he wasn’t a good speller. He said he thought he was a good writer. In math, he said he never “got the hang” of working with fractions. I was able to partially verify this this using several probes created out of available math text books and having him write daily prompts on a variety of topics. It was clear to me that his writing was not at the same level as his reading fluency and comprehension skills.

 For the purposes of this assignment, I went to www.SuperKids.com and downloaded four customized worksheets dealing with fractions using all four basic operations: adding, subtracting, multiplication, and division. Each sheet contained 16 items. I gave Javier as much time as needed to complete the sheets in order not to stress him out. Only one sheet was offered on any given day. By the third worksheet, he was beginning to complain, but I assured him that he would be graded on his performance with these sheets. I have learned in the brief time we have been together that he loses his patience easily, especially when he is challenged too much academically or if he has been agitated by some peer(s). 
To assess his writing, I hit upon a novel idea by adapting a CBM tool I found at www.interventioncentral.com. The tool was to gauge oral reading fluency by having the student read a passage that was inputted by the teacher into a form field and printed out. The inputted passage was immediately evaluated by a variety of scales, including Flesch-Kincaid, Dale-Chall, Spache, Fog Index, and SMOG-Grading. This allowed the teacher to customize their passage to the student’s exact level. My adaptation included transcribing Javier’s prose (from six different samples) into the form field of the on-line tool. I was careful to duplicate the exact spelling, 
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punctuation, and syntax. I calculated a figure based on four of the most reputable scales and discovered that Javier is writing at an approximately 4th-6th grade level. For my graph, I will feature the four scales that I used to evaluate his writing.

JAVIER’S PERFORMANCE GOAL IN MATH

I decided that I would have access to more resources to conduct interventions with Javier’s math ability that I would with his writing. I would likely need the Test of Written Language (TOWL) for that. I can use the resources from www.SuperKids.com to continue to generate customized fraction worksheets that will gradually become more challenging in the coming weeks.

In the Special Education classroom, Javier will be able to complete 80% of the following at the 8th grade level: PDE Standard for Math 2.2.8.B. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide different kinds of and forms of rational numbers including integers, decimal fractions, percents, and improper and proper fractions.   
