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Lesson Plan 4
WHO WANTS TO PLAY WEATHERMAN?

1.  GRADE LEVEL: 4-5
2.  OBJECTIVE: Students will learn to identify weather map symbols and predict weather front movement over a four day period. The will also make an inference as to what these front movements indicate to meteorologists making daily weather forecasts.
3.  PROCEDURE: 

a. Opening Activity—The teacher will dress up as a TV meteorologist and recreate their hyperbolic manner in front of the class in the form of a four day weather forecast. A mock up of a weather map will be posted on a wall somewhere in the classroom. The forecast will be purposely incorrect as the “meteorologist’s” information doesn’t match the symbols or the season in which he’s making the forecast. Example: “The forecast for Philadelphia on the Fourth of July will be sunny with a chance of snow, so get out your umbrellas!”   
b. The teacher explains to the class that it’s important for a forecast to be accurate and as factual as possible, even though the forecast is actually only a prediction based on making observations and inferences. It is explained that during the course of this lesson, the students will be working with weather information spanning four consecutive days. First, day 1’s map is shown via overhead projector. Symbols for low pressure, high pressure, cold fronts, and warm fronts will be explained. Day 2’s map is then also shown via overhead projector and students are asked if they observe any changes in the positions of the weather fronts. Students record their observations in their notebooks. The overhead projector is turned off. Students are given printed copies of day 3’s map and asked to identify the weather fronts by matching terms and symbols on the handout sheet. This serves as a mid-lesson assessment. Students are also asked to observe changes from day 2 to day 3 and record these observations on the day 3 map handout.

c. Students are split into small groups. Each group is given a printed sheet of a blank U.S. map. Using their notes, the day 2 overhead transparency, and day 3 make, they will make a prediction as to what will be the positions of the fronts for day 4.

d. The groups share their predictions with the rest of the class. The teacher then shows via overhead transparency the actual map for day 4. The students record in their notebooks the differences between their predictions and the actual professional forecast for day 4. They are also asked to make an inference as to what these maps mean when they are all observed consecutively.   
4.  MATERIALS:
a. Overhead projector and screen
b. Overhead transparencies of weather maps

c. Big weather map for opening activity with detachable symbols
d. TV meteorologist’s garb and pointer

e. Computer with internet + printer

f. Printed handouts for each student

g. Notebooks

h. pencils

5.  ASSESSMENT:
a. Mid-lesson assessment: Students complete Day 3 map handout and identify the map symbols.

b. End of lesson assessment: Students complete Day 4 map handout with front movement predictions and their inferences as to what the movements indicate to meteorologists making weather forecasts.  
