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Lesson Plan 2
CLASSIFYING VARIETIES OF PASTAS
OF DIFFERENT SHAPES AND COLORS
1.  GRADE LEVEL: 1-3
2.  OBJECTIVE: The students will observe and classify dry pastas of different shapes and colors and arrange them into groups. The students will then be assessed by having them complete a multi-stage classification chart documenting their observations.
3.  PROCEDURE: 

a. Opening Activity—The teacher will ask the school’s dining service to prepare two or three (depending on classroom size) 5.5 oz. boxes of pre-packaged Kraft brand macaroni and cheese featuring characters from the Sponge Bob and Fairly Odd Parents cartoon programs. Each package of this kind of Kraft macaroni and cheese features at least 3-4 different characters from each program. Each student will be given a small cooked serving on a paper plate. They will be asked to identify as many different characters as possible, using the empty macaroni and cheese boxes as a guide, as they are illustrated in detail to aid in the identification. The teacher can make Xeroxes of the box covers if more guides are needed. After they have successfully identified as many characters as they can, they would be permitted to then eat their portions. (Please note that the teacher will check with the school nurse to be sure that no students have any food allergies that would prevent them from participating) 
b. Students will be separated into small groups of four and given a plastic freezer bag of approximately 100 pieces of dry, uncooked pasta. Each bag is a mix of four pasta shapes: 1) shells 2) spirals 3) tubes 4) wheels. The four pasta shapes will be any of these four colors: 1) red 2) green 3) blue 4) yellow.

c. The students will first classify the contents of their bag by shape. They will record in their notebooks each shape they have identified. After they have identified all four shape groups, each group of shapes will be classified by color. Each color type will also be recorded in their notebooks. At the end of this second step, the students should have 16 different groups classified by shape and color.

d. The teacher will show a sample of what a multi-stage classification chart looks like on PowerPoint, projected onto a screen. They will explain what each level of the chart will represent. In this case, one level will denote shape, and the next level color, based on how they’ve classified the contents of their pasta bags.

e. The teacher then provides each student a classification chart template they can fill in with the information recorded in their notebooks. It would be helpful to the students if the PowerPoint sample remain on the projector screen as a guide.

f. After the lesson is complete, each group will be responsible for placing the pasta samples back in their plastic bag

4.  MATERIALS:
a. 2-3 boxes of prepared Kraft macaroni and cheese (amt. may vary due to class size)
b. the empty macaroni and cheese packages
c. extra Xerox copies of the macaroni and cheese packages (as needed)
d. paper plates
e. plastic spoons

f. napkins

g. one container of pre-moistened wipes
h. four 1 pound boxes of shells, spirals, tubes, and wheel shaped pasta
i. food coloring dye to color pasta (this must be prepped prior to lesson)

j. computer w/ PowerPoint, LCD projector, and screen
k. multi stage classification chart template

l. a box of one gallon plastic freezer bags
m. notebooks

n. pencils

5.  ASSESSMENT:
a. The students complete their multi-stage classifications charts and hand them in to the teacher.
