EDU 530 







Mark A. Hauck

Spring 2002







1/26/02

Dr. Slostad

Article Reviews from the National Council for the Social Studies website

IN WAR, IS LAW SILENT? SECURITY AND FREEDOM AFTER SEPTEMBER 11

By Ed O’Brien

The author discusses his concerns over modifications to the nation’s security measures in times of war and national emergencies. He offers a recap of security measures enacted during wartime in the nation’s past. His basic conclusion is similar in all instances that the measures taken in the past were always at the expense of basic human rights. The article details all areas of modern society that have been affected by the new mood of tightened security post 9/11. Particularly troubling to the author are the instances of racial and ethnic profiling and violence that has occurred since 9/11. The article includes statements from our leaders denouncing the increased violence against Muslim citizens in this country. The author’s main conclusion is that our nation needs to strike a balance between preserving our freedoms and the necessity for greater vigilance and awareness of possible continued terrorist attacks. I agree with the author’s conclusion, but I don’t share his overt skepticism toward the government’s role in limiting certain freedoms during periods of national emergency.
RESPONDING TO THE GULF WAR: A CASE STUDY OF INSTRUCTIONAL DECISION MAKING

By Merry M. Merryfield

This article summarizes a case study funded by a university grant. The focus of the study was to survey teaching strategies in social studies with the subject of the Gulf War as the main topic. The author found through her research that the role of current events in social studies instruction had not been extensively studied. She and several graduate students observed and interviewed those teaching world history or world cultures. What she discovered in her results was a wide variety of approaches and motivations as the topic of the Gulf War was integrated into lesson plans. Some teachers saw the war as a means to introduce awareness of Middle Eastern cultures. Others used the war as a means to reinforce patriotism and their students’ connection to the members of the American armed forces. The author noted role playing exercises an effective and diverse strategy to teach cultural perspectives to students. I found the case study to be very informative and enlightening. It proved what creative teachers are able to integrate into their curricula when world events evolve so rapidly and unexpectedly. 
THE TRAUMA OF TERRORISM: HELPING CHILDREN COPE

By Ilene Berson and Michael J. Berson

The authors have assembled a study into the traumatic effects of 9/11 on children from K through 12 as well as teachers. As would be expected, the effects are more striking among younger children, as their limited capacity for perception creates a higher level of anxiety about their own safety and well-being. Older students of high school age are better equipped to handle the trauma; yet, adverse reactions include alcohol or drug abuse as a means to numb their sensitivity. The emotional effects of 9/11 are not limited to students. Teachers are people, too, naturally, and are subject to the same stressors that their students are facing. The authors conclude that support groups, open dialogue, more cultural awareness training are essential in lessening the traumas suffered. I found the findings contained in this article to be a useful tool is dealing with the natural anguish all of us face, students and faculty alike, in the aftermath of 9/11.      
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