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MAP SKILLS pt. 1

STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.D—Identify the use of scales and they relate to measurement of distance, describe scale as a ratio (e.g. map scales) 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Students will identify scales of measure used to study maps by creating their own “scale strip.” 

ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. Students will be given maps of Pennsylvania and asked to estimate the distance between the north/south borders and the east/west borders. After they have completed and shared their estimates with the class, the teacher will ask them how they can possibly use the help of a ruler to check their estimates.

PROCEDURE: 

2. The students are asked to find the map scale on the Pennsylvania map. Using their rulers, they will discover the actual scale of the map (e.g. x inches = x miles).

3. The students take out a sheet of lined notebook paper. The students will measure a 1 inch border from the top of the sheet. Within the border and the top of the sheet, the students will draw a scale strip across the top to match the scale indicated on Pennsylvania maps. After they have drawn the scale, they cut the 

4. Using the scale strips, the students, working with a partner, will check their estimates of the distance between the north/south border and the east/west border.

5. If time permits, the students can measure distances between cities, such as Philadelphia to Harrisburg, Philadelphia to State College, or Allentown to Philadelphia. 

MATERIALS:

1. Science spiral notebooks

2. Pennsylvania maps

3. pencils

4. scissors

5. rulers

ASSESSMENT:

1. Students share their measurements with the rest of the class and compare results. The teacher has the actual east/west and north/south distances and indicates which students were closest.

CLOSURE:

1. The teacher will ask the students to think about how the whole earth might be measured. Do they think a scale would be used? What kind of scale? Have them make predictions. This will lead to the next lesson on latitude and longitude.
