SCIENCE Worksheet: Forest Model-- “Terrariums”
Name__________________________________Date_____________

We are going to create our own indoor forest environment called a “terrarium.” Ours will feature characteristics of different kinds of forests. It would be impossible to create an exact model. Our terrarium will feature the following:

1. Three layers of “soil”

2. Grass seeds

3. Rocks and stones

4. Plants (several different layers)

5. Real live insects!

6. Controlled “sunlight” by a grow light
7. A thermometer to monitor temperature 

Each week until the end of the unit on forests, you will record your observations on the conditions inside the terrarium. You will record your data on a sheet like the attached sample titled: TERRARIUM OBSERVATION DATA.
For homework, you will be assigned to write a five sentence paragraph based on the data you’ve collected. The paragraph will be written on a second sheet attached to the first TERRARIUM OBSERVATION DATA sheet. The paragraph should look something like this:
________________________________________________________
TERRARIUM OBSERVATION FOR  (that day’s date)

The time of this observation is 10:33 AM. The temperature inside the terrarium is 72 degrees. The plants in the terrarium look like they might have died because they look all dried up and brown, but I am not sure. Maybe they need more water. The insects are eating all the plants in the terrarium. They were not eating them last week. I think they are eating too much food. I hope they don’t get sick from eating too much. Sleepy the caterpillar is jumping up and down when we water the plants. 

_________________________________________________________ 
The TERRARIUM OBSERVATION DATA sheet and the completed paragraphs are due on Friday of each week of the experiment.  These WILL BE GRADED based on the following 4 point scale.

RUBRIC FOR GRADING TERRARIUM OBSERVATION DATA paragraphs
	Points
earned
	1. Number of questions

answered
	2. Number of sentences

written
	3. Misspellings

	4
	all FIVE
	FIVE or more
	ZERO

	3
	FOUR
	FOUR
	ONE to TWO

	2
	THREE
	THREE
	THREE to FOUR

	1
	Less than

THREE
	Less than THREE
	Greater than FOUR


