Mark A. Hauck    EDE 410/411
Unit Plan:   SCIENCE     Grade 4   Day 5
EXPLORING FORESTS

Rain Forest
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).

PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things.

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify characteristics of rain forests that grow in tropical zones. 

2. Identify the four layers of plants in the rain forest.

3. Compare the varieties of plants and animals to deciduous and coniferous forests.

ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. A CD-R slide show of rainforest images (with sound) will be shown to the class via laptop and projector. There are also some Quicktime movie clips to show of the rainforest. 
PROCEDURE: 

2. An on-going Q & A will be conducted with students throughout slide show.

3. Identify the four layers of the rain forest—emergent layer, canopy layer, understory, and forest-floor.
4. Identify plant and animal diversity of rain forest environment by reviewing “Variety in Forests” lesson

5. Distribute rain forest handout and complete in class. Incomplete worksheets assigned as homework.

6. Distribute and explain extra credit packet.

MATERIALS:

1. CD-R, laptop, and projector

2. Handouts (2) 

3. colored pencils/crayons

ASSESSMENT:

1. Answer worksheet questions (see attached). Complete illustration of rain forest layers.

CLOSURE:

1. In what ways are the layers of a rain forest the same as a deciduous or coniferous forest?

EVALUATION: 

This lesson’s use of A/V went very smoothly. I took the precaution of burning a presentation of images and movies onto a CD-R. I will not depend on the precarious nature of the school’s wireless network. I know from experience that networks are not 100% reliable. An expert teacher develops those alternate plan B’s whenever possible. Had this been a computer class lesson crossing over into science, the wireless internet connection would have to have been used for everyone to access the same images. However, for this anticipatory set, the pacing had to be quick and efficient. The CD-R ensured against problems. By this time, the students are internalizing forest layers more easily because of the repetitive pattern among the three different forests covered in this unit. Keeping the dialogue lively during the slide show reduced the issues with attention span in a dark classroom.
