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EXPLORING FORESTS
Taking the Nature Walk
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.2.4.B—Use the five senses to describe objects in the world.
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things.
OBJECTIVES: 

1.  Identify living and non-living objects during a live nature walk in the forest. 

ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. Fast review of rules and procedures for the field trip and recheck of materials list.
PROCEDURE: 

2. Hike to woods.
3. Brief again on rules and procedures.

4. Distribute bags and packets.

5. Start I Spy game

6. Verify student sightings
7. Stop I Spy game

8. Collect leaves for rubbings

9. Observe leaves with magnifying glasses

10. Complete two rubbings

11. Collect leaf rubbings and bags

12. Return to school

MATERIALS:

1. Nature walk activity packets
2. Empty backpacks
3. Clipboards

4. Crayons

5. Magnifying glasses

6. Two pencils

7. Plastic bags

ASSESSMENT:

1. Collect leaf rubbings. Each student turns in rubbings of two different leaves.
2. Verify sightings during I Spy game.
CLOSURE:

3. Discuss initial reactions to nature walk upon return to the classroom. 
EVALUATION:

This field trip/nature walk was conducted without issues or problems. The students were engaged the moment we left the school building. The only management issue was how to curb the enthusiasm of the students during the field trip. There was a need to review the rules of I Spy and distribute the specimen bags, clipboards, and information packets. Since this was outdoors in a relatively isolated part of a wooded plot behind a townhouse complex, noise level was never an issue. The only problem with the game was that occasionally it wasn’t possible to verify every sighting, especially with items that repeated themselves (spider webs) Even with the co-op assisting, certain students weren’t getting credit, so an impromptu rule was made limiting the number of sightings in one location. There was enough time to get through most of the planned activities. One activity was never implemented due to time constraints. There was sufficient activity with the I Spy game and the leaf rubbings. 
