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EXPLORING FORESTS
Nature Walk Preparation
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things.
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify the activities that will be conducted and safety procedures to be followed in a planned nature walk into a forest. 
ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. Display a DVD containing footage of an actual deciduous and coniferous forest, similar to what they can expect to see on their nature walk. The clip will preview what to be expected.
PROCEDURE: 

2. Distribute and explain nature walk activity packet.
3. Explain safety procedures and being respectful of natural habitats.
4. Announce pairings for the nature walk—buddy system

5. Check the weather conditions for the nature walk.

MATERIALS:

1. DVD, DVD player, TV

2. Terrarium observation packets

3. Nature walk activity packets
4. Empty backpacks
5. Clipboards

6. Crayons

7. Magnifying glasses

8. Two pencils

9. Plastic bags

ASSESSMENT:

1. Ask the students if they can verbally review their activities, safety procedures, habitat rules, and what they need to bring along.
CLOSURE:

2. Predict what we might see, hear, and touch on the nature walk. Discuss how the predicted weather conditions may affect what they experience.
EVALUATION: I’ve learned the necessity of taking the time to explain directions and expectations to students. This field trip is going to be my first excursion beyond the classroom with them, so I want to ensure that little will be left to chance. My field trip packet may be too detailed for fourth graders but the prospect of playing the I Spy game is exciting for the students. I didn’t even receive a question about the eventual prize. I will be teaming up students of mixed abilities to even the playing field. Hopefully, this will encourage competition and promote better cooperative learning. This lesson was also a good way to prep some students who never walked through a wooded area before in school. The DVD was effective in building toward a more concrete representation just prior to the nature walk, to show what they are going to expect on their walk. I thought adding the safety tips were a prudent move as well. The last thing you need is a kid accidentally injuring themselves. 
