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EXPLORING FORESTS
Introductory Lesson

STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify the functions of forests in relation to the earth’s natural processes. 
ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. Ask students what natural elements do they see when they’re on the playground during recess. Show pinecones, branches, acorns, etc. Students identify objects as part of forests 

PROCEDURE: 

2. Students go to world map and identify the location of a forest area.

3. Give pre-test. See attached sheet. Pre-test questions should be given orally as well for auditory learners. 
MATERIALS:

1. Pre-test worksheets
2. Bag of pinecones, branches, acorns, etc.
3. world maps

ASSESSMENT:

1. Unit pre-test is given during lesson and then collected. This will not be graded, but used for research purposes only.
CLOSURE:

1. Students will share aloud selected pre-test answers with class.
EVALUATION: 

It is both exciting and worrisome to start a new instructional unit. You can’t be sure if you are going to start off the unit generating the right amount of interest and wonderment. Traditional scientific lessons that include rain forest study are a much easier sell. I did not have any problem stirring interest in my forest artifacts and series of questions about their origin. I’ve learned that students do not have the map skills that I thought they would. I underestimated this skill completely. I didn’t know that by fourth grade, they have only identified continents. I have to stop gauging what 10 year olds know based on my daughter’s experience. Private and public schools teach things at different grade levels, I’m finding out. 
