Mark A. Hauck 
EDE 410/411

Unit Plan: 
SCIENCE      Grade 4
    Day 3

EXPLORING FORESTS

Deciduous Trees
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things.
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify characteristics of deciduous (broadleaf) forests that grow in temperate zones. .

ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. Review from previous lesson why some climate zones with high forest growth have areas without any forest growth. Make list on whiteboard. Record list in notebooks.

2. Samples of broadleaf foliage will be shown. Observe and identify characteristics of leaf samples. Predict what happens to leaves in the fall season. What changes might be observed? Predict what colors could be observed in the leaf sample.
PROCEDURE: 

3. List student responses regarding what trees they’ve observed and what changes occur during the fall season.
4. Identify key vocabulary words on whiteboard—deciduous, broad and flat, chlorophyll, canopy layer, understudy layer, shrub layer, herb layer. These terms should be recorded in science notebooks.
5. Illustrate the first part of the assessment with the students.

6. Assign pg E18-E19 for homework

MATERIALS:

1. Leaf samples

2. Sheets of white paper
3. Colored pencils/crayons

ASSESSMENT:

1. Worksheet (see attached). Illustrate the four layers of plants in a deciduous forest. Include one animal that might be found in each layer.  
CLOSURE:

1. Connect to upcoming nature walk. What kind of forest are we going to visit? Have you ever walked in a forest to observe nature? 
