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BUILDING A FOREST MODEL TERRARIUM
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things.
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify the characteristics and components of forest environment by creating a living classroom model in a terrarium. 
ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. “Forests and Rainfall” quiz will be given during first 10 minutes.

2.  Display internet images of terrariums. Identify its elements, living and non-living. Connect images of terrariums with today’s lesson.
PROCEDURE: 

3. Identify the components that will make the forest model (see materials list)
4. Build the forest model starting with the herb layer, then work up to the canopy layer. HANDS ON OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS!
5. Introduce the insect life to the forest model. Identify their purpose in the forest model. 

6. Connect the external light source. This will act as a “sun” and be set on a timed cycle.

7. Observe what happens to the environment when light and water (from the spray bottle) is introduced. Predict what will happen
8. Predict what will happen in one week in the forest model.

MATERIALS:

1. laptop computer and projector
2. glass aquarium
3. colored aquarium gravel
4. wood chips

5. small stones

6. grass seed

7. potting soil

8. potted plants

9. grow light + stand
10. electrical accessories

11. spray bottle

12. measuring cups

13. thermometer

14. mealy worms

15. duct tape

16. Handouts

ASSESSMENT:

1. Handout detailing the procedure for terrarium observations for the duration of this science until on forests.
CLOSURE:

1. Discuss the connections between this forest model and what will be observed during the field trip to the forest.
