SCIENCE Worksheet: Forest Models “Terrariums”
Name__________________________________Date_____________

We are going to create our own indoor forest environment called a “terrarium.” Ours will feature characteristics of different kinds of forests. It would be impossible to create an exact model. Our terrarium will feature the following:

1. Three layers of “soil”

2. Grass seeds

3. Rocks and stones

4. Plants (several different layers)

5. Real live insects!

6. Controlled “sunlight” by a grow light
7. A thermometer to monitor temperature 

Each Monday until the end of the unit on forests, you will record your observations on the conditions inside the terrarium. Your observations will be written in a paragraph in your Science spiral notebooks. 
The title of your paragraph will be:
TERRARIUM OBSERVATION FOR  (that day’s date)

Then you will answer these questions in your paragraph:

1. What time is your observation being made?
Example: The time of this observation is 10:33 AM.

2. What is the temperature inside the terrarium?

Example: The temperature inside the terrarium is 72 degrees.

3. Are there any changes in the plant life?
Example: The plants in the terrarium look like they have died since the last observation, but I am not sure. Maybe they need more water.
4. Are there any changes in the insect life?
Example: The insects are eating all the plants in the terrarium. They were not eating them last week.

5. Any other changes compared to the previous week?
Example: The rocks look different and I don’t know why. I will ask Mr. H and see what he thinks. 
